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I welcome dear readers to the 185th issue of CJ! 

As we move along life, we meet people every day. We meet our family, friends, 
co-workers and strangers all alike. Everyone we meet carry burdens we know 
nothing about. Their life stories are unknown to us and their frowns easily ig-
nored due to our busy schedules. We measure everyone according to our sit-
uation and expects everyone to cater to our mood. Rarely we stop and look at 
the next person in the eye to carefully read what he or she doesn’t say. All these 
are easily ignored between colleagues, family members and even in teams due 
to the ease of technology at our fingertips. We sit next to a co-worker, or wait in 
the elevator or ferry with others, our eyes fixed on our mobile screens. 

Our world is technologically advancing so fast that our generations are getting 
more “glued to the screens”. We sit behind the computer like robots and do 
tasks all day. Rarely we raise from our chairs and walk to the next person to 
actually bond with them. The conversations are replaced with text messages, 
a simple “hello” became emoji’s which made a lot of relationships emotionless.
 
It’s of common understanding that the technological developments will make 
the generation gaps wider and divide the younger and older generation apart. 
While this may be true most of the people now use the ease of technology to 
get on through life, old and young alike. Science tells us that “screen time” is 
bad for us both physically and mentally. It is very important to set our work 
routine in such a way that employees can take some time off and interact with 
coworkers. It is very important for colleagues and families to share meals to-
gether enjoying quality time with loved ones. 

Technology has become something we cannot live without. However, we have 
to have a balance between the virtual world and the real world. Recent studies 
have shown that excessive use of electronic screens and smart phones ad-
dictions could raise to anxiety and depression. Can we blame technology for 
coming in and changing or weakening our relationships or should we be asking 
ourselves why we have the need to escape in to these bits of distraction?

As October brings upon us Mental Health Day and Teachers day, it is very im-
portant to ponder on thoughts that affects our mental health and learn what it 
have to teach us to improve our mentality and relationships. The theme for the 
mental health day this year is “young people and mental health in a changing 
world”. 

Flip through the pages to find out more information on the events that made 
headlines in the past month. Happy reading everyone! 

aishath.wilny@customs.gov.mv

Editor’s Note

DIRECTIVES
Aishath Willinee
Chief Customs Officer

Aishath Willinee
Editor

Goods Released from Bonded Warehouse 

As per CG Directive 46/2018, information of the goods which are released from the Bonded ware-
house for exportation/re-exportation should be sent from the sections involved in the documen-
tation and release process to the relevant examination section.



INTERNATIONAL
Mohamed Majid
Senior Customs Officer I

First Workshop for nCEN Project Leaders in 
the Asia-Pacific Region, South Korea

Assistant Customs Officer Mr. Mamdhooh Mahmood attended the “1st Workshop for nCEN 
Project Leaders in the Asia-Pacific Region”, held in Seoul, South Korea from 1 to 5 October 
2018, funded by Regional Intelligence Liaison Office for Asia Pacific and Korea Customs Ser-

vice.

The purpose of the workshop was to set a direction towards the active involvement among the 
participating countries of the National Customs Enforcement Network (nCEN) application, discuss-
ing on the way forward for future maintenance and development of the application. 

Further discussions were carried out to give an overview of the status of the nCEN implementation 
on a global scale and providing information on the latest updates of the application.

International Anti-Proliferation and Threat 
Training, USA

Senior Superintendent Hussain Shaaz attended the “International Anti-proliferation and Threat 
Training” held at University Georgia’s Center for International Security and Strategic Trade 
Management Academy located in Athens, Georgia, United States from 15 to 26 October 2018. 

 
The objective of the training was to provide training in the area of international export control and 
licensing and was designed to help prepare the officials to address the challenges of developing, 
implement and enforcing policies and procedures to meet national obligations for international 
export control licensing standards, policies and procedures under the United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 1540.

Regional Workshop on Countering Drug 
Trafficking by Air Passengers, South Korea

Senior Customs Officer Grade 2 Aminath 
Muna attended the “Regional Workshop 
on Countering Drug Trafficking by Air Pas-

sengers” held in Incheon, South Korea from 22 
to 25 October 2018. The workshop was funded 
by the Regional Intelligence Liaisons Office for 
Asia Pacific (RILO A/P).

The purpose of the workshop was to define a 
common approach to managing drug trafficking 
risks by air passengers and to enhance capacity 
of the Asia-Pacific Member Administrations for 

detecting illicit drugs at the international air-
ports. The participants were provided trainings 
by the enforcements experts and were able to 
learn from one another the best practices on 
the implementation and utilization of advanced 
passenger information and the effective of de-
tection methodology such as interviewing and 
non-intrusive inspection.



Chief Customs Officer Mohamed Afzal par-
ticipated in the “WCO Global Security Con-
ference” held at WCO Headquarters in 

Brussels, Belgium from 2 to 4 October 2018. 

The main objective of the conference is to iden-
tify the best practices and explore the new and 
different ways towards border security chal-
lenges, lead to the WCO Global Security Con-
ference. 

CBCTI Experts Workshop on FTA for Asia / 
Pacific Customs Officials, South Korea

Senior Customs Officer Grade 1 Mohamed Majid attended the “CBCTI Experts Workshop on 
FTA for Asia / Pacific Customs Officials” held in South Korea from 15 to 24 October 2018. 

The workshop offered the participants about the wide range of Korea’s Free Trade Agreements 
and the best practices towards FTA implementation among the participating countries. 

An in-depth discussion was held regarding the rule of origin and origin verification practiced by the 
participating countries and several online programs used by Korea Customs Service (KCS).

The participants were also given the opportunity to participate in the “2018 International Origin 
Seminar” held by the KCS and their stakeholders and discussions were held towards FTA utilization 
issues and developing FTA implementations.

WCO Global Security Conference, Belgium

Workshop to Update the Drug Law Enforce-
ment of the Six Member States, India

Superintendent Mohamed Nazim from Passenger Clearance Section attended the “Workshop 
to Update the Drug Law Enforcement of the Six Member States” held in Chandigarh, India 
from 10 to 12 October 2018.

The objective of the workshop is to update the senior officials from the participating countries and 
develop a comprehensive approach to deal with the current drug situation in the region.

International experts from UNODC Headquarters and UNODC’s Global Maritime Crime Programme 
facilitated the workshop.

INTERNATIONAL



ADB Inter-subregional Knowledge - Sharing 
Forum on Enhanced Implementation of the 
World Trade Organization Trade Facilita-
tion Agreement, Thailand

Chief Customs Officer Ahmed Hafeez and Chief Customs Officer Fathmath Sizleen took part in 
the “ADB Inter-subregional Knowledge - Sharing Forum on Enhanced Implementation of the 
World Trade Organization Trade Facilitation Agreement” which was held in Bangkok, Thailand 

from 30 to 31 October 2018.

The objective of the Forum was to bring together senior representatives from across the Asia-Pa-
cific region to share experience and knowledge on implementation of the World Trade Facilitation 
Agreement (WTO TFA) both at the national level and in the context of regional cooperation. 

LOCAL
Hawwa Suma
Customs Officer II

National Workshop in Maldives on Trade 
Facilitation Initiative under the SASEC 
Program

Maldives Customs Service hosted a 3-day 
program on “National Workshop in Mal-
dives on Trade Facilitation Initiative un-

der the SASEC Program” facilitated by the Asian 
Development Bank, South Asian Sub-Regional 
Economic Cooperation and the Korea Customs 
Service from 16 to 18 October 2018. A total of 
26 participants including 10 officers from Mal-
dives Customs Service as well as officials from 
the relevant government agencies and repre-
sentatives from private sector took part in the 
workshop. 

The workshop was aimed to support the Mem-
ber countries to implement action plans en-
dorsed in the 2nd SASEC Sub-Regional Work-
shop held in April 2018. The program was 
designed to share experiences and best prac-
tices on the WTO’s Trade Facilitation Agree-
ment implementation. The workshop included 

discussion and knowledge sharing on recent is-
sues regarding the TFA and information sharing 
on technical areas including Information Tech-
nology, Risk Management and Single Window. 

INTERNATIONAL



WCO Cargo Targeting System Training

Eighteen officers from Maldives Customs 
Service took part in the “WCO Cargo Tar-
geting System Training” facilitated by the 

WCO, the United States Department of 
State, Export Control and Related Border Se-
curity (EXBS) Program and the Embassy of the 
United States in Colombo held from 7 to 11 Oc-
tober 2018 at Maldives Customs Service. 

The 5-day training program was aimed at pro-
viding training in the usage of the CTS which 
included developing risk profiles and targeting 
high-risk cargo consignments. 

The Cargo Targeting System (CTS) is a cargo 
manifest risk assessment solution developed 
by the WCO to enable its Members to carry out 
international best practice cargo risk assess-
ment to manage risk and facilitate trade and 
thus implement key parts of the WCO’s SAFE 
Framework of Standards and Revised Kyoto 
Convention (RKC) 

CITES Training Workshop

Twenty-two officers from Maldives Customs 
Service took part in the Training Workshop 
on “Convention on International Trade of 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES)”, organized by the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Energy on 24 October 2018. 

The aim of the training program was to share 
information about CITES with enforcement of-
ficers and to brief them about the responsi-
bilities of Maldives Customs Services in imple-
menting this Convention.

This Training Workshop covered introduction 
on CITES, responsibilities of management au-
thority, scientific authority and enforcement 
agency, information on species protected un-
der CITES and CITES import, export and re-ex-
port permit.

LOCAL



Blockchain Technology Consultation 
Workshop

Blockchain Technology Consultation Work-
shop facilitated bySouth Asian Sub-Re-
gional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) was 

held on 10 October 2018 at Maldives Customs 
Service. The workshop, organized by the Min-
istry of Economic Development, was attended 
by Five officers from Maldives Customs Service, 
officials from the relevant government agencies 
as well as representatives from private sector. 

The objectives of the workshop were to review 
ADB’s support for High Level Technology, share 
the knowledge and experience on the Block-
chain Technology and to discuss the potential 
applications of the Blockchain Technology to 
international trade. 

Refresher Training on Document Processing 

Refresher Trainings on Document Process-
ing was conducted for Customs Officers of 
Male’ Area and S. Hithadhoo/S. Gan Cus-

toms Officers. The training program was held 
on 08 October 2018 and from 20-21 October 
2018 respectively.  

The objective of the training program facilitat-
ed by the Valuation and Documentation Sec-
tion was to refresh documentation processing 
knowledge such as how to use AsycudaWorld 
and the valuation methods and tools used by 
Customs etc. The program included both theo-
ry and practical sessions.  

LOCAL



Stress Management and Work-life Balance 
Training 

One officer from Maldives Customs Service participated in the Stress Management and Work 
Life Balance Training held on 20 October 2018, by Focus Education Center. 

The main objective of the training was to provide a comprehensive, interactive training system of 
modules that the employees could use for stress management and for personal renewal in high 
demand in works environments. 

Basel Convention Training Program 

Two officers from Maldives Customs Service 
successfully completed the Basel Conven-
tion Training Program organized by the 

Ministry of Environment and Energy which was 
held from 08 to 09 October 2018. 

The two-day training program was aimed at 
sharing information regarding the Basel Con-
vention in order to enhance its implementation 
in the Maldives. As such, the program provided 
training on detection of hazardous waste ship-
ments and how to stop its importation/expor-
tation to and from Maldives. 

The principal objective of the Basel Convention 
is to protect human health and the environ-
ment against the adverse effects of hazardous 
wastes. 

 

Certificate Course in Introduction to Ship-
ping, Logistics and Procurement Manage-
ment

Two officers successfully completed the Certificate Course in Introduction to Shipping, Logistics 
and Procurement Management conducted by the Focus Education Center which was held 
from 27 to 29 October 2018. 

The key areas covered in the course include marine conventions and codes, global logistics, vendor 
management and importance of communication of freight transportation.

Commissioner General of Customs Mohamed Junaid met with the Director General, Informa-
tion and International Affairs of Korea Customs Service Mr. Taeil Kang and Assistant Director 
Mr. Nam Dong Su to discuss about areas of collaboration on Customs modernization, trade 

facilitation and capacity building. The Commissioner thanked the Korean Delegation for their valu-
able time and noted that the discussions will strengthen the relationship between the two organi-
zation. 

EVENTS
Hawwa Suma
Customs Officer II

Commissioner General meets with the 
Director General of KCS

LOCAL



Farumeytu season 1 concludes

Customs radio program “Farumeytu” con-
cluded on 23 October 2018. The program 
was created by Maldives Customs Service 

in collaboration with “Dhivehiraajjeyge Adu”. A 
total of 13 episodes were broadcasted in the 
first season of Farumeytu with each episode 
containing approximately 60 minutes. The pro-
gram was produced by Aishath Rizmee from 
Public Service Media and was presented by Se-
nior Customs Officer Grade 3 Mohamed Ibra-
him. The main objective of this program was to 
provide information to the public on import/
export process and procedures as well as Cus-
toms role in border enforcement and trade fa-
cilitation.

The first episode of the program aired on 31 
January 2018. The episode was officiated with 
a special interview by the Commissioner Gen-
eral of Customs (Retired) Ibrahim Shareef Mo-
hamed. Officers from several departments of 
Customs including Regional Offices as well as 
Customs Recreation Club were interviewed 
for the live program to provide information on 
their related field of work. Apart from inter-
views, in depth reports on the functions of spe-
cific departments were broadcasted during the 
episodes. 

The program was a great stage to communicate 

with the public as the talk show allowed call-ins 
from the public to clarify their issues. Further-
more, the program was proven to be an excel-
lent platform to present the skills and talents of 
Customs officers.  
 

EVENTS



MALDIVES NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Customs Officers run in the Dhiraagu 
Maldives Road Race 2018

Like previous years, Customs officers ran in the 
Dhiraagu Maldives Road Race 2018. The run is 
a nationwide event organized the leading tele-

communication company, Dhiraagu which is con-
ducted annually and held in Hulhumale this year.

This year, a record number of 4000 runners took 
part in the race.

EVENTS

Maldives National University 
visit

A group of students from the Faculty of Education of The Maldives 
National University visited Customs Building on 25 October 2018, 
in a bid to gather information for their International Economics 

module.

A total of 13 students visited Customs where information was provid-
ed by staffs from Tariff and Statistics. Furthermore, the students visited 
various sections of MCS to expand their knowledge on customs proce-
dures. 



SPORTS
Mohamed Majid
Senior Customs Officer I

6th CRC Inter-section Badminton Tournament 

The 6th badminton tournament was held among CRC members from 26 to 28 October at Male’ 
Sports Ekuveni.

The tournament was split into two categories, comprising of an Open event and a Team event.

The winners

                              Men’s Double Champion – Ali Dawood  / Imad Abdul Gadir 

                              Women’s Double Champion –  Minna Rasheed  / Amira Dhohothu

                             Mix Double Champion –  Ahmed Luthufee  / Aishath Yashfa 

              

                    Women’s Single Champion – Minna Rasheed

                    Men’s Single Champion – Ali Dawood   

                    Champion Team - Sarujan

SPORTS



Intersection Carrom Tournament 2018 

An inter-section carom tournament 
was held this year to develop players 
and maintain a friendly environment 

among the members of the Customs Recre-
ation Club.

The winners of the 2018 tournament are: -

                          Open Men’s category

                Adam Solah  

               Ahmed Niyaz 

               Hamid Faisal 

                   
                     Open Women’s category
              

               Mariyam Hudhna 

              Uthusiyya Thaufeeq 

              Aminath Nazra 

                      Team Events  category

             
          Champion team – Team Champions
 

             Runner-up team - Team Sarujan

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

SPORTS



28th National Athletics Championship 

Customs Recreation Club took part in the 28th National Athletics Championship 2018 which 
was held in Hulhumale’ and took home 3 medals. The event was organized by the Athletics 
Association of the Maldives and prominent athletes around the country participated.

Following are the events and officers who 
earned medals at the Championship.

                       Ahmed Hussain Fulhu

         2nd place in Veterans Long Jump (Men)

           2nd place in Veteran’s Shot Put (Men)

                          Ahmed Shareef 

           3rd place in Veteran’s Shot Put (Men)

SPORTS



MONTHLY STATISTICS  | OCTOBER  2018
STATISTICS

Hamdhoon Faisal
Senior Customs Officer  I

The CIF value of goods imported during Oc-
tober increased by 20% compared to Octo-
ber last year. Approximately MVR 3.2 billion 

worth of goods were imported during September 
2017, whereas this year the figure was recorded 
at MVR 3.9 billion. Among the top importing coun-
tries, United Arab Emirates recorded the highest 
with 17% and Singapore at the second with 16%, 
followed by China with 16%.

The FOB value of goods exported during last Octo-
ber showed a decrease of 37% to that of the same 
period last year, which is a decrease from MVR 
409.1 million in October 2017 to MVR 257.1 million 
in October 2018. The largest quantity of the ex-
ports was to United Kingdom which is 19.8% of the 
total exports for the month of October and United 
States of America coming at second with 15.5% of 
the total exports.

The total revenue collected through customs duty 
and other fees and fines during October 2018 
showed an increase of 6.5% compared to that of 
October 2017. A total of MVR 280.9 million was col-
lected through Customs duty last month.

Imports increases by 
20% in October
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